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Dates for your diary 

 

28th October 

– 1st Nov 
Half-term holiday 

4th-8th Nov Year 3 & Year 5 swimming 

4th November Bikeability (Y1 & Y2) 

7th November F.O.B. AGM 

11th- 15th Nov Year 3 & Year 5 swimming 

12th 

November 
Open afternoon 

YR 2025  

15th 

November 
Children in Need day 

26th 

November 
Open afternoon 

YR 2025  

2nd December 

2024 
Occasional Day 

11th 

December 
KS1 Nativity 

2:00 & 6:00 performances 

13th 

December 
FoB, Winter Wonderland 

Disco 

TBC KS2 Carol Concert 

16th 

December 
YR Christmas songs 

9:00am & 3:00pm 

18th 

December 
Christmas jumper day 

18th 

December 
Christmas lunch 

20th 

December 
End of term 

School closes @ 1:30pm 

Dates for 2025 

6th Jan 2025 INSET 

7th Jan 2025 Children return to school 

9th Jan 2025 Young Hearts, Healthy 

Message from Miss Hall 
 

I can’t quite believe that we’ve made it through the first half-term 

of this academic year. You will see by looking at the photos below 

that the children have been enjoying many enrichment activities. 

Some of these have been to help bring their learning to life whereas 

others activities have been to develop interpersonal skills, problem-

solving skills.  
 

Thank you for your support and engagement in attending some of our 

school events. The children loved welcoming you to their classrooms a 

couple of weeks ago. There has also been very high attendance at our 

parent consultations this week.  
 

I’d like to wish you all a happy and healthy half-term. Enjoy the time 

with families and friends. 
 

Please check the school diary on our website for updates for school 

events. This calendar can be synced to your phone. 
Calendar | Birchwood Avenue Primary School 
 
 

 

Staff Vacancy 
 

 

We have a staff vacancy at Birchwood. 

This is for a part-time office admin 

assistant. This position is for 20 

hrs/week. If you’re interested in this, 

please find further information at: 
Teacher Recruitment, Hertfordshire UK - 
Office admin assistant 

 

We’ve been busy this half-term. 
 

Have a look at some of the things the children have been up to. 
 

Reception Class- visit from the police 

https://www.birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk/diary/grid/2024/05/
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,office-admin-assistant_98335.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,office-admin-assistant_98335.htm
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Minds- Year 6 

13th Jan 2025 Athlete visit 

16th Jan 2025 Young Hearts, Healthy 

Minds- Year 6 

27th Jan 

2025 
Athlete visit 

21st July 

2025 
INSET 

22nd July 

2025 
INSET 

23rd July 

2025 
INSET 

 

***************************** 

Lost Property 

 

 
 

In school, there is already a growing 

collection of uniform with no names on. 

Please write your child’s name or initials 

on the label of their uniform. This is 

costly and ‘lost’ uniform can be avoided. 
 

*********************************** 
 

Our head, and deputy, boy and girl 

 

Thank you to all the Year 6 children 

who wrote a letter of application and 

attended an interview for one of our 

pupil leadership roles. 
 

Our head/deputy boy and girl for this 

year are: 
 

Head boy Vinnie 

Head girl Teyahna 

Deputy head boy Samarth 

Deputy head girl Lilyrose 

  

The children enjoyed the 

visit from the police last 

week. Lots of them were 

playing in the police car and 

asking some really 

interesting questions. 

 

Year 1- Toy Workshop 

‘Toys Through Time’ 
 

The children enjoyed exploring many toys from the past.  
'I liked playing with the pull along toys best. They were fun.' 

'They were different to toys now.' 

  
 Forest School 
 

Year 4 have been building shelters in Forest School sessions. 

The children have been developing their problem-solving 

skills, team-building skills and being resourceful! 
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Congratulations! 

Cross Country Update 
 

The Whole Team 

 
Special well done to Kayla who came 

2nd in the finals at Stanborough 

Park. 

 

 

 
 

Few messages from our school office. 

 

 
Please check that you are receiving 

emails from Arbor. Some people have not 

been receiving these due to changes in 

contact email addresses. 

 

Please check that you log-in to Arbor and 

SchoolGrid are working. Please let the 

  
 

Year 5 

Creating Anglo-Saxon huts and making bread 

 

  

 

 

 
Year 6 

Ancient Greece Workshop 

Adura - It was really fun listening to stories about the Gods and 

creating our own stories. I got to try on the helmet and shield 

which was nice. 

 

Daniel - My favourite part was holding the sword - it was a genuine 

sword and not a replica! 
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school office know after half-term if you 

need support with accessing either of 

these platforms? 

 

New lunch menu starting after half-term. 

 

  

 
 

 

The data below shows attendance for 

this term so far. It’s looking positive! 
 

 

Year 4 96.38% 

 

Year 6 96.16% 

 

Year 5 95.07% 

  Year 2 94.78% 

  Year 3 94.5% 

  Year 1 93.38% 

  Reception 92.47% 

 

Our whole school attendance figure 

for the term so far is at 94.7%. 
Thank you for ensuring your child 

attends school daily and is punctual.  

 

Unfortunately, we already have 16.8% 

of our children who are ‘persistent 

absentees’. This means their 

A Musical Christmas Event 

Two of our pupils are talented brass instrument players and 

play in St Albans City Youth Band. Please see information below 

for an ‘afternoon of festive music’. Tickets are reasonably 

priced and children are free. 

Excited to play our Christmas Extravaganza 24 joint concert – St Albans 

City Band 

 
 
 

Safeguarding 
 

https://stalbansband.co.uk/index.php/2024/10/14/christmas-extravaganza-24/
https://stalbansband.co.uk/index.php/2024/10/14/christmas-extravaganza-24/
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attendance is below 90%. This is a 

huge concern. 

 

Term Time Holidays  

Families are reminded that 

Amendments to the 2006 Pupil 

Registration (England) Regulations, 

which came into effect on 1st 

September 2013, removed all 

references to family holidays and 

extended leave for holidays in term 

time. The amendments make clear that 

Headteachers may not grant any leave 

of absence during term time unless 

there are exceptional circumstances.  

 

************************* 

 

 

 

Hatfield Foodbank 
 

If you are experiencing 

difficulties, please speak to Miss 

Hall or Miss James and we will 

support you with getting a code to 

access the Foodbank. 

 

SEND Please follow the 

link below for a 

wealth of 

resources, 

websites etc. Miss 

James has created 

this page of useful 

information. 

 

 

 

Support for 

Parents of 

Children with 

SEND 

 
 
 

If you specifically have a safeguarding concern, please contact Miss Hall, Miss James 

or Ms Swash.  

Alternatively, you can still contact Children’s Services directly on 0300 123 4043.  

 
 

 

  
  
 

 

Contact us… 
admin@birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk  
 

01707 262503  

@birchwoodavesch  
 

 

 

https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
mailto:admin@birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/birchwoodavesch?lang=en

