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Dates for your diary 

 

Dates for 2025 
27th Jan 2025 Athlete visit 

29th January Safer Places pop-up 9:30-
11:00 

30th January Y6, Positive Minds session 
4th February Whole school- well-being 

workshops 
5th February Reception class- open 

classroom (phonics session) 
10th February Phonics workshop- YR & 

KS1 parents 
10th February ‘Climate Change’ STEM 

sessions YR & KS1 
17th-21st 
February 

Half-term 

4th March Y5 STEM Challenge in 
school 

6th March Year 1 and Year 6 trip to 
RAF Hendon 

11th March Y4-Y6 Show Racism the 
Red Card workshops 

4th April End of term- school closes 
1:30pm 

7th-18th April Easter break 
21st April Easter Monday- Bank 

holiday, school closed 

22nd April Children return to school 
30th April BMX Academy display & 

workshops Y5 & Y6 

21st July 2025 INSET 

22nd July 2025 INSET 

23rd July 2025 INSET 

Message from Miss Hall 
 
 

Dear families, 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to address some communication and 
behaviour concerns that have arisen within our school community. 
 
As the headteacher, I am committed to maintaining open and positive 
dialogues with all our parents. We value the partnership between home 
and school, and believe that by working together, we can provide the 
best possible educational experience for our pupils. 
 
Unfortunately, I have been made aware of some instances where the lines 
of communication have broken down, leading to frustration and anger 
from a small number of parents. This is concerning, as it can negatively 
impact the learning environment for all our pupils. 
 
I want to assure you that we take the concerns of our parents very 
seriously. We are dedicated to addressing any issues that arise, and to 
finding constructive solutions that benefit our entire school community.  
 
While most of our pupils demonstrate the Birchwood Avenue values of 
kindness, respect, and hard work, there have been a few isolated 
incidents of disruptive or inappropriate behaviour. 
 
We take a firm but fair approach to behaviour management at our 
school, and we will continue to work closely with pupils and parents to 
ensure that our high standards are maintained. However, we also 
recognise that sometimes additional support may be needed, and we are 
committed to providing that support wherever possible. 
 
I encourage all parents to continue to engage with their child's teacher 
for any initial conversation sharing any concerns. By working together, 
we can ensure that Birchwood Avenue Primary School remains a 
welcoming, inclusive, and safe environment for all our pupils. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and partnership. 
 
Miss Hall 
 
***************************************************************************** 

School Diary 
 

Please check the school diary on our website for updates for school 
events. This calendar can be synced to your phone. 
Calendar | Birchwood Avenue Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk/diary/grid/2024/05/
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Lost Property 
 

 
 

In school, there is already a growing 
collection of uniform with no names on. 
Please write your child’s name or initials on 
the label of their uniform. This is costly and 
‘lost’ uniform can be avoided. 
 

 

SEND at Birchwood 
Miss James has been updating the 

page providing support to parents of 
children with SEND needs. 

 

Birchwood Avenue Primary School 
SEND 

 
Please follow the link above and find 
all our SEND info in one place. 
 

A couple of screen shots are below to 
give you a taste of what you can 
access. 
 

 
 

 
 

Staffing Update  
 

 

 
‘Welcome’ to Mrs. Laura McGrath, our new 
admin assistant. Mrs. McGrath has a wealth of 
experience working in a busy school office. 
 

 

**************************************************************** 
 

 

 
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to Asda’s ‘Cash for 
Schools’. You raised £412.59 
for our school. We’ll let you 
know what we spend it on. 

 

We’ve been busy this month. 
 

Have a look at some of the things the children have been up to. 
 

Reception Class 
 

Reception have been exploring the traditional tale ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’. All the children have been planting magic beans. 

 
 

Year 1- Traffic Survey 
 

Year 1 enjoyed completing a traffic survey as part of their history of 
transport topic. They were excited to be able to spot lots of cars and 
vans, but they were a bit disappointed that no motorbikes came past.  

  
The Whole School 

 

Mrs Gethin-Golder arranged another visit from the University of 
Hert’s planetarium. Each class had a session in the planetarium 
and there was much awe and wonder during their time in the 

https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s


Educating Hearts and Minds 

Messages from our school office. 
 

 
Please check that you are receiving emails 
from Arbor. Some people have not been 
receiving these due to changes in contact 
email addresses. 
 
Please check that you log-in to Arbor and 
SchoolGrid are working. Please let the 
school office know after half-term if you 
need support with accessing either of these 
platforms. 
 
************************************** 
 

Hatfield Foodbank 
 

If you are struggling at the moment with 
the cost of living and buying essentials, 
please speak to Miss Hall or Miss James and 
we will support you with getting a code to 
access the Foodbank. 
 

 

 
Positive Minds 

 
Year 6 have been having a weekly session 
with ‘Positive Minds’ with Watford FC 
Community Sports and Education Trust.  
Positive Minds; Education - Watford FC 
Community Sports & Education Trust 

 
Mariam – ‘Karen from Positive Minds is 
really nice to talk to and understands what 
we say. She's very optimistic about things - 
every time we have discussions about the 
negative side of things, she always brings 
up the positive sides.’ 
 
Isabelle – ‘It's really nice because we get to 
share our thoughts and get to know how 
other people feel. We have also learned 
lots of things we didn't know about, like 
how long people spend on their devices 
and how people feel when people say 
things about them.’ 
 

dome. The children experienced being very close to the moon 
and seeing the craters.  
Year 5 say… 
‘I enjoyed the planetarium that had real life 
features of asteroids hitting the moon.’ 
‘I liked seeing the constellations and what 
they represent.’ Luca 
‘I liked the asteroid which crashed into the 
moon and the sun going supernova.’ Mason 

Year 1 say… 
‘I enjoyed watching the 
sun rise and set.’ Jaida 
‘I liked it when it felt 
like we were flying 
through space.’ Thomas 

 
 

Great Athletes Visit 
 

This week, Steve Frew, gold medallist gymnast, visited the school. All 
children completed a circuit with him before he gave an inspirational 
assembly. Steve also shared some of his gymnastic skills with us. There 
was a real buzz in the school. 
You are all amazing and have raised just over £900 which is incredible. 
Thank you all for your support. 
 

  

 
Year 6 say…. 

Devon – ‘It was really fun. Because we got to do a lot 
of exercises and learn about the muscles that we 
have to use to exercise. My favourite thing was 
probably doing the squat jumps because even 
though you're exercising, it was lots of fun jumping.’ 
Jamie – ‘I thought it was very fun because we got to 
use all of our energy in that one session. My 
favourite thing was the exercise in the push up 
position because we had to stay in the position the 
entire time and tap our shoulders as many times as 
possible in 1 minute.’ 
 

Year 1 say… 
Olaf- ‘I thought he 
wouldn’t make it 
when he jumped 
four people but he 
did.’ 
 
Brodie- ‘I liked the 
running and the star 
jumps.’ 

 

https://www.watfordfccsetrust.com/project/positive-minds/
https://www.watfordfccsetrust.com/project/positive-minds/
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Working in Partnership with Step2Skills 
 

I met with a community liaison officer from Step2Skills last week. They are part of ‘Hertfordshire Futures’ and 
provide a wealth of resources and courses for parents, and families, to support returning to work, parenting 
and new hobbies and interests to name a few. Please take a look at their flyer for February events. There may 
be something which grabs your attention… 
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The data below shows attendance for 
this term so far.  
 

 

Year 6 97.02% 

 

Year 5 95.13% 

 

Year 3 95.08% 

  Year 2 95.04% 

  Year 4 94.49% 

  Year 1 92.09% 

  Reception 91.15% 
 
Our whole school attendance figure for 
the school year so far is at 94.3%. The 
national average to date is 94.7%. Thank 
you for ensuring your child attends 
school daily and is punctual.  
 
Unfortunately, we already have 17.6% of 
our children who are ‘persistent 
absentees’. This means their attendance 
is below 90%. This is an ongoing 
concern. 
 
Term Time Holidays  
Families are reminded that Amendments 
to the 2006 Pupil Registration (England) 
Regulations, which came into effect on 
1st September 2013, removed all 
references to family holidays and 
extended leave for holidays in term time. 
The amendments make clear that 
Headteachers may not grant any leave 
of absence during term time unless there 
are exceptional circumstances.  

******************************* 
 

 
 

 

  
  
 

 

Contact us… 
admin@birchwoodav
enue.herts.sch.uk  
 

01707 262503  
@birchwoodavesch  

 
What Parents Need to Know About YouTube 

 

 

Safeguarding 
If you specifically have a safeguarding concern, please contact Miss Hall, Miss James or Ms 
Swash.  
Alternatively, you can still contact Children’s Services directly on 0300 123 4043.  

mailto:admin@birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/birchwoodavesch?lang=en
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