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Dates for your diary 

 

Dates for 2025 
4th March Y5 STEM Challenge in 

school 
6th March Year 1 and Year 6 trip to 

RAF Hendon 
7th March World Book Day 

celebrated in school 
11th March Y4-Y6 Show Racism the 

Red Card workshops 
4th April End of term- school closes 

1:30pm 
7th-18th April Easter break 

21st April Easter Monday- Bank 
holiday, school closed 

22nd April Children return to school 
30th April BMX Academy display & 

workshops Y5 & Y6 
21st July 2025 INSET 

22nd July 2025 INSET 

23rd July 2025 INSET 

Lost Property 
 

 
 

Message from Miss Hall 
 
 

Dear families, 
 
The children have settled back in to their class routines very well 
following the half-term break. As always, we endeavour to provide 
activities and events to enrich your children’s learning experiences. These 
moments support personal development, the understanding of British 
Values and create cultural capital. 
 
This half-term, our Year 5 pupils will be attending Onslow St Audrey’s 
school on a Friday morning for computing sessions. On Friday 7th March, 
we will be celebrating World Book Day. This decision was made as Year 1 
and Year 6 are out of school on the ‘actual day’ for this international 
event. 
 
A few weeks ago, Tony Fitzpatrick, Hertfordshire’s Director of Education, 
visited our school. I invited Tony to our school to put us ‘on the map’ 
with the local authority. We discussed our successes and challenges- 
these are mostly due to funding. Tony had a tour of the school and 
spoke to many children. He noted what an inclusive school we are and 
you’re children were an absolute credit to you. They were engaged in 
learning activities and keen to share (absolutely anything and everything) 
with Tony. I will continue to be an advocate for our school and ensure 
that we receive the support from the local authority that we need. 
 
 
***************************************************************************** 

School Diary 
 

Please check the school diary on our website for updates for school 
events. This calendar can be synced to your phone. 
Calendar | Birchwood Avenue Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 

**************************************************************** 
February’s Highlights 

 

 

New Playground Markings 

You will have noticed that we’ve spruced up the playground. It needed 
a facelift! The children are enjoying trying out the different activities 
and challenges which are now there. I may have even seen a few 
parents having a go too! 
 
Some of our Year 1 children have shared some of their drawings of the 
playground with you. 

https://www.birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk/diary/grid/2024/05/
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In school, there is already a growing 
collection of uniform with no names on. 
Please write your child’s name or initials on 
the label of their uniform. This is costly and 
‘lost’ uniform can be avoided. 
 

SEND at Birchwood 
Miss James has been updating the 

page providing support to parents of 
children with SEND needs. 

 

Birchwood Avenue Primary School 
SEND 

 
Please follow the link above and find 
all our SEND info in one place. 
 

A couple of screen shots are below to 
give you a taste of what you can 
access. 
 

 
 

 
 

Messages from our school office. 
 

 
Please check that you are receiving emails 
from Arbor. Some people have not been 
receiving these due to changes in contact 
email addresses. 
 
Please check that you log-in to Arbor and 
SchoolGrid are working. Please let the 

  

 

 

 

 

https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
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school office know if you need support with 
accessing either of these platforms. 
 
************************************** 
 

Hatfield Foodbank 
 

If you are struggling at the moment with 
the cost of living and buying essentials, 
please speak to Miss Hall or Miss James and 
we will support you with getting a code to 
access the Foodbank. 
 

 

 
Andrew Lewin MP meets our Year 5 and 

Year 6 pupils 
 

On Friday 7th February, Andrew Lewin, the 
Welwyn Hatfield Labour MP, visited our 
school and had a tour of the site and our 
provision. 
 
Our Year 5 and Year 6 children met with 
Andrew and held an MP ‘Question Time’ in 
the hall. They heard a little about elections 
and what happens at the Houses of 
Parliament. I was so proud of all of them; 
they were an absolute credit to you.  
 
Devon: ‘I enjoyed the MP visiting because I 
found out interesting facts about our day-
to-day lives and how it impacts us. I found 
out how mould impacts children in their 
houses.’ 
 
Lily-Rose: ‘I enjoyed his visit because he 
answered questions and respected our 
opinions.’ 

Year R have been busy planting potatoes and strawberries. 
 

 
  

STEM visit 
Reception Class, Year 1, Year 2 & eco-council 

 

We are very lucky to have made links with a local STEM (Science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) ambassador. Lisa has 
been in and worked with some of classes and the eco-council. 
They have started to explore the effects of climate change, 
sustainability and how we can look after our planet. 
 
Lisa will be returning this half-term to work with our KS2 classes 
and meet with the eco-council as a follow-up session. 

 
 

  
Visit to Wembley- Thursday 27th February 

 

Miss James managed to secure some free tickets to watch England’s Lionesses play Spain’s ladies at 
Wembley. Several of our families attended this match and the Lionesses defeated the world champions 
with a final score of 1-0. 
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The data below shows attendance for 
this term so far.  
 

 

Year 6 96.91% 

 

Year 5 95.62% 

 

Year 2 95.02% 

  Year 3 94.57% 

  Year 4 94.43% 

  Year 1 92.92% 

  Reception 91.08% 
 
Our whole school attendance figure for 
the school year so far is at 94.2%. The 
national average to date is 94.5%. Thank 
you for ensuring your child attends 
school daily and is punctual.  
 
Unfortunately, we already have 16.1% of 
our children who are ‘persistent 
absentees’. This means their attendance 
is below 90%. This is an ongoing 
concern. 
 
Term Time Holidays  
Families are reminded that Amendments 
to the 2006 Pupil Registration (England) 
Regulations, which came into effect on 
1st September 2013, removed all 
references to family holidays and 
extended leave for holidays in term time. 
The amendments make clear that 
Headteachers may not grant any leave 
of absence during term time unless there 
are exceptional circumstances.  

******************************* 
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Contact us… 
admin@birchwoodave
nue.herts.sch.uk  
 

01707 262503  
@birchwoodavesch   

 
What Parents Need to Know About WhatsApp 

 

 

Safeguarding 
If you specifically have a safeguarding concern, please contact Miss Hall, Miss James or Ms 
Swash.  
Alternatively, you can still contact Children’s Services directly on 0300 123 4043.  

mailto:admin@birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/birchwoodavesch?lang=en
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