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Dates for your diary 

 

Dates for 2025 
4th April End of term- school closes 

1:30pm 
7th-18th April Easter break 

21st April Easter Monday- Bank 
holiday, school closed 

22nd April Children return to school 
24th April Goalball workshops 

28th April School Council visit 
Houses of Parliament  

30th April BMX Academy display & 
workshops Y5 & Y6 

6th May YR visit Hertfordshire Zoo 
12th-16th May KS2 SATs week 
19th-23rd May Year 6 Cuffley Camp 

residential 
20th May Year 5 STEM workshop 
26th- 30th May Half term 
2nd -13th June Y6 Swimming top up 

lessons 
6th June Owl visit 
12th June Ultimate Frisbee 

workshops- whole school 
20th June Sports Day- a.m 

26th June Y2 & Y3 visit to Kew 
Gardens 

27th June Reserve date for Sports 
Day 

2nd July  Parent Consultations  
3rd July Parent Consultations 
3rd July Street Dance workshops- 

whole school 
10th July Transition day 

Message from Miss Hall 
 
 

Dear families, 
 
We’re at the end of another term; I can’t believe how fast this term has 
gone. The sun has made an appearance, the clocks have changed and I’m 
hoping the miserable weather is behind us. 
 
You will have received your child’s midyear school report. I hope this has 
given you a clear picture of their attainment and progress. In the report 
there was a parent reply slip. Please take time to complete this and 
return to the class teacher. 
 
You will see in this month’s newsletter that it has been another busy time 
at Birchwood. We’ve had ‘Bikeability’ in again for the children in Year 1 
and Year 2 who needed a little more time and support with learning to 
ride a bike. Bikeability is a Herts initiative supporting children with 
developing their skills and confidence riding a bike. 
 
Our children have been to the quarry, had visitors in from Cemex, been 
busy planting and enjoying the outdoor learning environment. We’ve 
had a live performance of Pinocchio in school, a full day of boccia 
workshops and celebrated World Book Day. 
 
School trips are a wonderful way to bring the learning in the classroom 
to life. Some classes have been to RAF Hendon or the Natural History 
Museum. Next term is looking equally as busy. I’m particularly looking 
forward to a visit from a BMX world champion who will be showcasing 
his skills and some of the older children will be taking part in workshops 
and learning some BMX tricks. 
 
Our Forest School base camp area is looking good. Thank you very much 
to FoB for releasing a substantial amount of the legacy fund which 
enabled us to have the shelter in stalled by the pond. Mr Hendon, our 
site manager, is working hard to complete the work in this area. Please 
can you speak with your children about respecting the school site. We 
are working hard to improve this- it costs a great deal of time and 
money. Some children think it’s acceptable to throw objects in the pond- 
it isn’t. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. It is recognised and appreciated. I 
hope you all have a restful Easter break and enjoy time with friends and 
families. 
 
***************************************************************************** 
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11th July Y6 Leavers’ Disco pm 
18th July Last day of term 

School closes at 1:30pm 
21st July 2025 INSET 

22nd July 2025 INSET 

23rd July 2025 INSET 

 
Lost Property 

 

 
 

In school, there is already a growing 
collection of uniform with no names on. 
Please write your child’s name or initials on 
the label of their uniform. This is costly and 
‘lost’ uniform can be avoided. 
 

SEND at Birchwood 
Miss James has been updating the 

page providing support to parents of 
children with SEND needs. 

 

Birchwood Avenue Primary School 
SEND 

 
Please follow the link above and find 
all our SEND info in one place. 
 

A couple of screen shots are below to 
give you a taste of what you can 
access. 
 

 
 

School Diary 
 

Please check the school diary on our website for updates for school 
events. This calendar can be synced to your phone. 
Calendar | Birchwood Avenue Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 

**************************************************************** 
March’s Highlights 

 

 

Reception Class 

We have been celebrating St Patrick’s Day, looking after our growing 
garden and enjoying investigating the pond. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Pinocchio Theatre Show 
 

We managed to secure a last-minute booking with a theatre 
company performing the tale of Pinocchio. Here’s what the 
children said about the show… 
 
Byron – ‘I thought it was really funny. I liked when Pinocchio came to 
life and was dancing around everywhere.’  
Dhyaan (Y4) - ‘I loved it when Pinocchio escaped from the circus that 
was the most enjoyable part.’  
Jaiden (Y4) - ‘The Pinocchio show was a great experience for me 
because there were a lot of funny parts, and we couldn’t stop 
laughing.’  
Reece (Y4) - ‘I liked the songs and the jokes, and I liked when 
Pinocchio’s nose went bigger every time he lied.’  
 

https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
https://www.birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk/diary/grid/2024/05/
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Messages from our school office. 
 

 
Please check that you are receiving emails 
from Arbor. Some people have not been 
receiving these due to changes in contact 
email addresses. 
 
Please check that you log-in to Arbor and 
SchoolGrid are working. Please let the 
school office know if you need support with 
accessing either of these platforms. 
 
************************************** 
 

Hatfield Foodbank 
 

If you are struggling at the moment with 
the cost of living and buying essentials, 
please speak to Miss Hall or Miss James and 
we will support you with getting a code to 
access the Foodbank. 
 

 

 
Girls’ Football 

 
Our girls’ football team played against 
Oak View Primary. Final score 1:1. Well 
done girls- you’ve not been playing 
together for long and did yourselves 
proud! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Year 3 Quarry Visit 

 

Kit – We went to the quarry and looked at lots of different materials. I 
know where clay and sand comes from now!  
Damilola - I saw things I’d never seen before. My favourite part was 
watching the huge machines splitting up the different materials. It 
spits parts out.  
 

  

 
 

 
A Note from Mrs Mowatt 

 

World Book Day 2025 
 

We had a fantastic time on World Book Day, celebrating reading our way. 
Everyone dressed up and completed lots of book themed activities 
during the day, including making bookmarks and reading rivers. Year 1 
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Staffing Updates 

 
We would like to wish Miss Hanneghan 
all the very best as she leaves us to 
begin her maternity leave. We are 
delighted for Miss Hanneghan and her 
family and hope they enjoy every 
moment with their little one when 
he/she arrives. 
 
Unfortunately, Mrs Kiely is leaving us 
this term. She has been an absolute joy 
to work with and will be sorely missed 
by the staff and the children. Thank you 
Mrs Kiely for everything you have done 
for the children at Birchwood. We wish 
you well for the future. 

particularly enjoyed being book detectives and searching for characters 
and themes in their class books. It was lovely to see so many parents 
coming in to listen to story time. On Tuesday, Mrs Bird and our reading 
volunteer, Mr Wiltshire, bravely read to a hall full of Reception and KS1 
families. On Friday we opened our doors to all parents and really 
appreciated the large numbers of you that came to support reading at 
our school- thank you!  
 
  ************************************************************************** 

Year 5 Trip to the Natural History Museum 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Boccia Day in School 
Each year, the school receives a PE and Sport Premium grant. This is to make improvements to the 
provision of PE and sport for the benefit of all pupils in school. We have allocated some of 2024-2025’s 
funding to activity days which all year groups participate in. 
Recently, the children have enjoyed learning a new sport, boccia. Thank you, Mr Connolly, for organising 
this and similar events which will take place in the summer term.  
 
What did the children have to say? 
Year 2- We really enjoyed our session, as it was something we have not tried before, and it was fun to challenge 
ourselves to get the ball in different areas.  
Ross (Y6) – I thought it was very fun to learn about sports that people with disabilities play, and how it’s not really a 
well-known sport.  
Alfie (Y6)– It was very interesting, usually you have to stand up but we had to sit on chairs and it was really fun. 
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Year 1 and Year 6 Visit to Hendon RAF Museum 
 
Our oldest pupils (Year 6) spent the day at RAF Hendon with some of our younger pupils (Year 1). The 
children represented our school beautifully and thoroughly enjoyed their day out. 
Here’s what they have to say… 
 
Year 1 loved seeing the way that planes have changed. They became experts at spotting the difference 
between the plane flown by the Wright brothers, and the modern stealth plane. They became pilots when 
they threw their gliders.  
 
Mariam (Y6) – I really enjoyed the RAF trip because I got to learn even more about World War II and I got 
to see other peoples’ perspective on things that happened during that time.  
Kacper (Y6) – I really liked the RAF trip because there are many interesting facts about the planes, and it’s 
really detailed with many fun activities  
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Have a look at these posters…. This is what our eco-council is working on at the moment. 
 

 
 

 

 

The data below shows attendance for 
this term so far.  

A free online safety guide on social media & mental health. 
 

An estimated one-third of children have a social media account, so it’s important 
that trusted adults know what content young people are consuming; what they’re 
posting; and what interactions they’re having. On social media, it can be easy to 
go down a rabbit hole that isn’t beneficial to our wellbeing. As platforms grapple 
with managing ‘legal but harmful’ content, lives are being impacted – sometimes 
to tragic effect. We might be daunted by the scale of the tech giants and their 
content which enthrals young people, but we can still help children to be mindful 



Educating Hearts and Minds 

 

 

Year 6 96.97% 

 

Year 5 95.78% 

 

Year 2 94.95% 

  Year 3 94.41% 

  Year 4 94.29% 

  Year 1 92.6% 

  Year R 91.51% 
 
Our whole school attendance figure for 
the school year so far is at 94.3%. The 
national average to date is 94.5%. Thank 
you for ensuring your child attends 
school daily and is punctual.  
 
Unfortunately, we already have 16.7% of 
our children who are ‘persistent 
absentees’. This means their attendance 
is below 90%. This remains an ongoing 
concern. For these 32 pupils, their 
learning and sense of belonging is being 
affected. 
 
Term Time Holidays  
Families are reminded that Amendments 
to the 2006 Pupil Registration (England) 
Regulations, which came into effect on 
1st September 2013, removed all 
references to family holidays and 
extended leave for holidays in term time. 
The amendments make clear that 
Headteachers may not grant any leave 
of absence during term time unless there 
are exceptional circumstances.  

******************************* 
 

 
 

 

  
  
 

 

Contact us… 
admin@birchwoodave
nue.herts.sch.uk  
 

01707 262503  
@birchwoodavesch  

 

of their mental wellness: recognising when something isn’t OK … and knowing 
what to do about content that upsets them. 
In the guide, you'll find tips such as how to hide content, setting daily limits and 
discussing what children have seen online 

 

Safeguarding 
If you specifically have a safeguarding concern, please contact Miss Hall, Miss James or Ms 
Swash.  
Alternatively, you can still contact Children’s Services directly on 0300 123 4043.  

 

mailto:admin@birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/birchwoodavesch?lang=en

