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Dates for your diary 

 

29th Sept- 

10th Oct 
Year 3 swimming lessons 

3rd October INSET day- school 

closed 

8th October Harvest Festival @ 9:00  

all welcome 

9th October Year 5- St Ethelreda’s 

Church. Hatfield house 

music festival 

9th, 16th, 23rd 

October 
Year 6 ‘Positive Minds’ 

workshops 

10th October Year 3- Amwell Nature 

Reserve 

16th October Y6- height & weight 

checks, school nursing 

service 

17th October Y3- Quarry visit to 

school 

20th October Parent Consultations 

21st October Parent Consultations 

27th October- 31st October 

Half-term 

5th November Flu Immunisations 

11th November New YR 2026-2027 tour 

18th 

November 
New YR 2026-2027 tour 

24th 

November 
Assessment Week 

27th 

November 
Flu Immunisations 

1st December  Occasional day 

Message from Miss Hall 
 

Welcome to our first newsletter of this academic year. 
 

It was so lovely to welcome everyone back after the summer break, 

which is already a distant memory! Your children have returned to 

school with a spring in their steps and a smile on their faces. It has 

been a calm and happy start to the term. 
 

Our youngest children have settled into ‘big school’ and are enjoying 

the outside play area and all the activities which Mrs Dyos, Mrs Chalk 

and Mrs Cristia are planning for them. I’d like to extend a very warm 

welcome to all our new families and I’m sure you’ll feel part of our 

Birchwood community very quickly. 

 
 

Welcome to our new starters higher up in the school. You’ve all 

settled in beautifully and have made friends already. We are very 

fortunate to have only 6 spaces to fill in our school. Many schools are 

struggling again this academic year with pupil numbers.  
 

I hope all our Year 6 (and some Year 5) families have been enjoying 

visiting the local secondary schools with their children. Just a gentle 

reminder that the deadline for applying for a secondary school place 

is 31st October 2025. 
 

Here’s to a happy and healthy (as there are generally lots of coughs 

and colds) autumn term. Please do not hesitate to speak to me, or 

another member of SLT, on the gate in the morning. If you wish to 

discuss something of a more confidential nature, please contact the 

school office and the admin team will book an appointment for you.  
 

Please check the school diary on our website for updates for school 

events. This calendar can be synced to your phone. 
Calendar | Birchwood Avenue Primary School 
 

 

https://www.birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk/diary/grid/2024/05/
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9th December KS1 nativity @ 2:00pm 

9th December KS1 nativity @ 5;30pm 

10th 

December 
Christmas jumper day 

11th December YR Christmas sing-a-long 

16th 

December  
Rocksteady concert @ 

2:30pm 

17th 

December 
KS2 Carol Concert 

Time tbc 

19th 

December 
Term ends… 

School closes @1:30pm 

Dates for 2026 

5th January Return to school 

16th – 20th 

February 
Half-term 

16th March INSET Day 

27th March Term ends @ 1:30pm 

13th April Children return to school 

4th May Bank Holiday 

25th-29th May Half-term 

21st July Term ends @1:30pm 

  

 

***************************** 

Uniform 

 

 
 

In school, there is already a growing collection 

of uniform with no names on. Please write your 

child’s name or initials on the label of their 

uniform. This is costly and ‘lost’ uniform can be 

avoided. 

 

*********************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staffing Updates 
 

 

I would like to publicly welcome some new members of 

staff to our school.  

Welcome to Mrs Rexhaj, Miss Hoy and Miss Eason to 

our support staff team. You play an invaluable role in 

our school supporting both the children and other 

members of staff. 

Welcome to Miss Atherton, our new Year 5 teacher. 

It feels as though you’ve been with us for much longer 

than a few weeks! I see this as a good thing. 

 
 

 

 

Our hall displays! 
 

Each class was given a copy of the book ‘The Wonder’ by 

Faye Hanson to explore, enjoy and creatively respond to. 

You can see how the different year groups engaged with 

this text and developed their art and/or creative writing 

skills. These displays are in the hall if you would like to 

see them. 
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Eco-council Representatives 
 

 
 

Congratulations to the following children who 

are our newly elected eco-council class 

representatives. 

Year 1- Matteo 

Year 2- Kristina 

Year 3- Isla 

Year 4- Kit 

Year 5- Jaiden 

Year 6- Atal 

Eco-council will be completing the 

environmental review to identify future goals 

for the school environment.  
 

We identified recycling as a focus point from 

last year. We will be hosting an art week using 

recyclables. 
 

 

*********************************** 
 

School Council Representatives 

 
Congratulations to the following children who 

have been elected by their class to be their 

School Council Rep. 

Year 1- Alara 

Year 2- Gunveer 

Year 3- Belles 

Year 4- Aarya 

Year 5- Theo 

Year 6- Denis 

I’m sure you will represent the views of your 

classmates in a responsible and enthusiastic 

manner. 

We will be doing a survey asking the children 

what they like about school and any changes 

they would like this year/want to introduce this 

year. Parliament week is also in November so we 

will be doing activities based around that. 
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5 stars- woo hoo!!!!!!! 
 

Our HCL kitchen team have done it again! 

Congratulations ladies and thank you for 

keeping our children safely and 

hygienically fed! 

 

 
 

 

************************************** 

 

 
 

Are you able to support us please? 
 

The theme for Black History Month UK 2025 is 

“Standing Firm in Power and Pride” a powerful 

tribute to the resilience, strength, and 

unwavering commitment to progress that 

defines the Black community across the globe. 

This year, the theme highlights the profound 

contributions made by Black people be they 

leaders, activists, or pioneers who have shaped 

history, while also looking towards a future of 

continued empowerment, unity, and growth. 

If you have any books that would help us 

celebrate and promote this theme, please bring 

them into the office so that they can be shared 

with your child's class. 

 

STEM Science Assembly 

 

At Birchwood, we recognise the many career opportunities 

which link to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

mathematics). We try to incorporate these areas in the 

curriculum and also provide enrichment opportunities to raise 

aspirations and awareness of such professions. 

Marie Chivers, a CEO for a pharmaceutical company, visited the 

school last week and delivered an assembly and then a Q & A 

session with our older children.  

 

 

 

'A scientist came to visit! We 

learnt about how she makes 

medicine and what she likes 

about being a scientist. She 

told us about all the different 

types of careers we can do if 

we like science.' 

 

 

 

 

'I liked watching the 

chemistry explosion using 

different toothpastes. I made 

me want to do more science. 

 
  

 

Policy Update 
 

Please be informed that there are some policies which have 

been updated, ratified and published on our website. These 

include: 

First Aid Policy 

Child Protection Policy 

Complaints Policy and Procedures. 
 

Link here for our policy page on the school’s website. 
Birchwood Avenue Primary School - Policies 

 

There are also updated GDPR Privacy Notices for your 

reference. 

Birchwood Avenue Primary School - GDPR Privacy Notices 

https://www.birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk/policies
https://www.birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=GDPR+Privacy+Notices&pid=184


Educating Hearts and Minds 

Governor Corner 

 
As the new school year begins, the 

Governing Board would like to warmly 

welcome all our families, both familiar faces 

and those joining us for the first time. It’s 

always exciting to see the school buzzing 

with energy again, and we know the staff 

have been working hard to get everything 

ready for a great start. 

We’re looking forward to another fun and 

successful year. Whether your child is just 

starting out or heading into their final year, 

we know they’ll have lots of opportunities to 

learn, grow, and shine. 

As governors, we’re here to support the 

school community and help make sure your 

children get the very best education and 

care. We’re proud of our school and 

everything it stands for, and we’re excited 

about what the year ahead will bring. 

Here’s to a happy, exciting, and successful 

year ahead. 
 

 
 

Year 3- CEMEX Quarry Trip 

This is a yearly event. The children thoroughly enjoy this, 

and the visits to school, from CEMEX. 

 

Isla - "It was really 

good. I liked finding 

out about all the 

different textures 

and rocks." 

 
 

 

 

 

Oscar - "It was 

fun. There were 

so many places 

to explore." 

 

 

 

Sophia - "I liked 

when we saw the 

digger lift up all 

the sand."  

 

 
 

 

The data below shows attendance for 

this term so far. It’s quite concerning 

really in some classes. Lots of 

learning is missed here. 
 

 

Year 6 96.18% 

 

Year 3 95.15% 

Attendance  
Attendance is still a concern across the country. It is part of the 

government’s national agenda to improve pupil attendance in educational 

settings. 

 

This document was released last year; it includes a summary table of the 

roles and responsibilities of parents, schools and the local authority. 

Summary table of responsibilities for school attendance (applies from 19 

August 2024) 

 

Please speak to Miss James or Miss Hall if we can support you by helping you 

to ensure your child is in school.  
 

From the first day of term to the last, the small moments in a school day 

make a real difference to your child. #AttendanceCounts” 

 

*********************************************************** 
 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf301e253aee7aafdbdfea/Summary_table_of_responsibilities_for_school_attendance_-_August_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf301e253aee7aafdbdfea/Summary_table_of_responsibilities_for_school_attendance_-_August_2024.pdf
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Year 5 93.63% 

  Year 4 91.65% 

  Year 2 90.53% 

  YR 87.23% 

  Year 1 85.91% 

 

Our whole school attendance figure 

for the term so far is at 91.5%. This 

is very concerning and is well below 

the national average to date which 

stands at 95.5%. Thank you to those 

of you for ensuring your child attends 

school daily and is punctual. There 

have already been many unauthorised 

holidays or long weekends.  

 

Term Time Holidays  

Families are reminded that 

Amendments to the 2006 Pupil 

Registration (England) Regulations, 

which came into effect on 1st 

September 2013, removed all 

references to family holidays and 

extended leave for holidays in term 

time. The amendments make clear that 

Headteachers may not grant any leave 

of absence during term time unless 

there are exceptional circumstances.  

 

************************* 

Contact Details 

 
 

If you have changed any of your 

contact details recently, please 

could you update the office with 

your new contact details. These 

may include: 
 

Mobile number 

Home address 

Email address 

Emergency contact details 

 

There are some pupils who only 

have one emergency phone contact 

Safeguarding Focus- Snapchat 

 

 

 
 

If you specifically have a safeguarding concern, please contact Miss Hall, Miss James 

or Ms Swash.  

Alternatively, you can still contact Children’s Services directly on 0300 123 4043.  

 

Hatfield Foodbank 

If you are experiencing difficulties, please speak to Miss Hall or Miss 

James and we will support you with getting a code to access the 

Foodbank. 

 

 
 

 

Contact us… 
admin@birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk  

mailto:admin@birchwoodavenue.herts.sch.uk
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on their records. Please provide 

the office with a second contact if 

necessary. 

****************************** 

 

S

E

N

D 

Please follow the link 

below for a wealth of 

resources, websites etc. 

Miss James has created 

this page of useful 

information. 

 

 

 

Support for Parents of 

Children with SEND 

  
  
 

 

 

01707 262503  

@birchwoodavesch  
 

 

 

https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
https://padlet.com/ajames109/birchwood-avenue-primary-school-send-4nzk00qe17kdm00s
https://twitter.com/birchwoodavesch?lang=en

